
Supporting Undocumented 
Students on Our Campus

Undocu-Ally Training 2: Taking the Next Steps
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UndocuAlly Trainings at Cuesta College
● Originally trained by Dr. Elena Macias, former Special Assistant 

to the President at CSU Long Beach in 2015
○ AB540 Ally Training Project Lead

■ Ab540.com | elena.macias@ab540.com 
● Adapted training materials to fit our institutions and audiences 
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1. In individual knowledge & interactions
2. In our offices, programs, departments, and/or organizations
3. University-wide | Advocating for Institutional-level Support

3-Part Training Series: 
Creating Change at Three Levels 
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1. Examine the larger history of immigrant access to education
2. Introduce other CA state laws that impact the immigrant community 

as well as how to engage in state legislation
3. Brainstorm how we could be allies to the undocumented community 

in different scenarios
4. Identify and address challenges undocumented students may face in 

your department, program, school site, etc.

Objectives

4

Latina Leadership Network



5

Why did you 
join this work?
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Discussing Relevant Legislation for 
Undocumented Students and 

Staying Up-to-Date

■ Continuing Discussions About 
Political & Legal Contexts

■ (Selected) Additional CA Laws 
that Impact Undocumented 
Students 

■ What does this mean for you?

LAWS & POLICIES
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Review: Legal Basics

CA Assembly Bill 
540 (2001)

CA Assembly Bill 
130 & 131 (Dream 
Act, 2012 & 2013)

DACA (Deferred 
Action for 
Childhood Arrivals)
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KAHOOT
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https://play.kahoot.it/#/intro?quizId=282e95bb-ff3f-4125-9948-89049722671d


Review: Legal Basics

CA Assembly Bill 
540 (2001)

Allows eligible 
undocumented CA high 
school graduates to pay 
in-state tuition 
regardless of 
immigration status.

CA Assembly Bill 
130 & 131 (Dream 
Act, 2012 & 2013)

Allows eligible AB 540 
students access to some 
types of CA financial aid 
and scholarships. 

DACA (Deferred 
Action for 
Childhood Arrivals)
Federal executive order that 
allows some undocumented 
youth who are “in school” 
or who have a high school 
diploma/equivalent to 
receive a temporary 
deferral from deportation 
and be eligible to work.
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Immigration Status Spectrum 
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UNDOCUMENTED

Undocumented 
with DACA

Nonimmigrant 
Visa (i.e. 
Student visa)

Lawful 
Permanent 
Residence/ 
Green Card

U.S. 
Citizenship

UndocuAlly Program for Educators- University of California, Davis
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/zageguy/4613531637

Political and Legal Context
● What do you notice?
● What do these observations mean for undocumented 

students?
● What do these observations mean for you as an ally?
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Political and Legal Context
● Legislation that impacts undocumented students changes often and, in some 

cases, rapidly
● When changes do occur in laws and policies, these changes do not always 

benefit undocumented students 
● Therefore, it is important to…

1. As much as possible, stay up-to-date about CA and federal immigration 
laws and policies that impact students

2. Understand that students feel anxious about the changing political and legal 
context!

3. Be comfortable referring students to legal experts if you are not a legal 
expert!

Latina Leadership Network



https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit/eduaccesstoolkit2
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AB 2000 (2014)
(effective 2015)

Expands access to AB 540 out-of-state tuition waiver (includes elementary and 
middle school years)

SB 1210 (2014)
(effective 2015)

Establishes a CA DREAM Loan Program
Cal Poly Ex: Award Average is $2,000 (Senior and Junior Priority)

SB 1159 (2014)
(required implementation by 
Jan 1st, 2016)

Expands access to occupational licenses 
Examples: CNA, Dental Hygienist, Electrician, Real Estate Agent, Private 
Detective, etc.

AB 60 (2014)
(effective 2015)

Provides access to driver’s license for CA residents regardless of immigration status
-Required: Proof of Identity and  Proof of Residency 
-Acceptable Documents: Approved Foreign Passports/ID, Income Tax Returns, Utility 
bills, Lease agreements, etc

SB 432 (2015)
(effective 2016)

Removes the word ‘alien’ from CA Labor Laws

SB 68 (2017)
(effective 2018)

Expands access to in-state tuition to include years attended at a California 
Community College via AB 540

CALIFORNIA STATE LAWSLatina Leadership Network



AB 21 (2017)
(effective 2018)

Public institutions of higher education are limited to releasing information regarding 
immigration status and restricts ICE’s access to campuses

AB 130 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Allocates $20 billion to the Dept. of Social Services for organizations that work with/for 
DACA clients

AB 134 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Allocates $7 million to CA community colleges to provide emergency aid to students

AB 291 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Prohibits landlords from disclosing tenants’ immigration status to immigration 
enforcement or the federal government

AB 343 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Allows people with “special immigration status” due to war to access in-state tuition

AB 450 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Prohibits employers from giving immigration enforcement access to non-public spaces 
and access to employee records without court order or subpoena

AB 699 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Prohibits school districts and offices from collecting information regarding immigration 
status of students and their families, unless required by state or federal law



For original legislation text, please visit leginfo.legislature.ca.gov

SB 29 (2017)
(effective 2018)

Prohibits cities/counties/law enforcement from entering into contracts with 
immigration enforcement and agents to detain non-citizens

SB 54 (2017)
(effective 2018)

Prohibits cities/counties/law enforcement from enforcing immigration law, 
referred to as the “Sanctuary State” law

SB 156 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Programs that support veterans’ transition out of military service to include 
assistance for undocumented veterans to obtain U.S. citizenship for those eligible

SB 257 (2017) 
(effective 2018)

Allows pupils 6-18 years old who comply with residential requirements for their 
school district to attend that district if parents, who are residents of the state, 
depart CA “against their will”
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Examples of Impact

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/ne
ws/local/article210294849.html

Latina Leadership Network

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article210294849.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article210294849.html


Governor Brown on Laws
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P88UuVGZotA


● The Central Coast Coalition for Undocumented Student Success
○ Is a partnership between educators on the Central Coast who are dedicated to 

creating and sustaining a system to support undocumented students in our region 
so that they can achieve their personal and professional goals.

● Educators for Fair Consideration (E4FC)
○ Is an organization that transforms individuals and fuels broader changes by 

sharing resources and support, so that undocumented young people are able to 
get an education, pursue careers, and build a brighter future for themselves and 
their community.

● My UnDocumented Life 
○ Is a blog that provide up-to-date information and resources to undocumented 

immigrants: scholarship opportunities, strategies for navigating the educational 
system, info on how to apply for DACA, news on immigration policies, etc. 
Most importantly, they  provide a sense of community 

● United We Dream
○ Is an organization that transform fear into finding its voice. They empower 

people to develop leadership, organizing skills, and to develop campaigns to 
fight for justice and dignity for immigrants and all people. This is achieved 
through immigrant youth-led campaigns at the local, state, and federal level.

● National Immigration Law Center
○ Is a leading organizations in the U.S. exclusively dedicated to defending and 

advancing the rights of immigrants with low income
● Define American

○ Is a non-profit media and culture organization that uses the power of story to 
transcend politics and shift the conversation about immigrants, identity, and 
citizenship in a changing America

@CCCUSS

facebook.com/CCCUSS/

Strategies for 
Staying Up-to-Date
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http://ccc-uss.org
http://e4fc.org/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/
http://unitedwedream.org/
https://www.nilc.org/
http://defineamerican.com
https://twitter.com/ccc_undocu
http://facebook.com/cccuss


Case Studies
1. You are an advisor of a student club and after completing the UndocuAlly Training Series, you 

realize that a conference you attend each year as a club are in areas in the country that are hostile 
towards the undocumented community. How can you serve all the members of your club and their 
professional development while keeping in mind the safety of potential undocumented members?

2. On September 5th, 2017, the current presidential administration announced the end of DACA with 
a 6-month delay. You know the impact that this will have on the lives of  DACA-mented students 
now that their work permit is taken away. Feelings of distraught and hopelessness are expected. 
How can you, as an ally, take action to improve campus climate after this difficult decision?

3. You are in a campus-wide meeting with students, faculty, and staff. When someone is speaking 
about the undocumented community they use the words “illegal alien” to describe them. How can 
you be an ally to the undocumented community in this situation?
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Challenges 
Undocumented 
Students may face

Barriers to becoming 
more UndocuFriendly

Ways to Overcome 
Barriers

● ● ●

Taking the Next Steps: 
Identifying & Addressing Challenges in Your Site
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Examples of Success on the Central Coast
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Examples of Success: Allan Hancock College

www.hancockcollege.edu/future_students/dreamact.php
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Examples of Success: Cuesta College
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Examples of Success: Cal Poly
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Contact Information
● To learn more about the Central Coast Coalition for 

Undocumented Student Success or to join this work, please visit 
our website ccc-uss.org or contact ccc.undocu@gmail.com

● Alicia Paniagua, Cuesta College LLN President 2019-2020
○ Alicia_Paniagua@cuesta.edu, (805)546-3942

● Estella Vazquez, Cuesta College Monarch Center Coordinator 
2019-2020
○ Estella_Vazquez@cuesta.edu
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