
Supporting Undocumented 
Students on Our Campus

Undocu-Ally Training 1: Foundational Knowledge



UndocuAlly Trainings at Cuesta College
● Originally trained by Dr. Elena Macias, former Special Assistant 

to the President at CSU Long Beach in 2015
○ AB540 Ally Training Project Lead

■ Ab540.com | elena.macias@ab540.com 
● Adapted training materials to fit our institutions and audiences 
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1. In individual knowledge & interactions
2. In our offices, programs, departments, and/or organizations
3. University-wide | Advocating for Institutional-level Support

3-Part Training Series: 
Creating Change at Three Levels 
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Objectives
1. Learn how undocumented immigrants are redefining what it means to be 

‘American’ and distinguishing themselves as ‘Dreamers’
2. Recognize and distinguish between ‘inclusive’ and ‘exclusive’ language
3. Examine the context of undocumented students in higher education
4. Understand Legal Basics — AB 540, CA Dream Act, DACA
5. Explore examples of success on the Central Coast
6. Identify next steps to support undocumented students on your campus
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What is an UndocuAlly?
● Acknowledges that undocumented students have a right to be enrolled in higher 

education 
●  Becomes informed about their rights & refers to appropriate professional 

campus staff as needed 
● Knows that a person who has legal status has more power in initiating 

institutional support and can advocate against prejudice and discrimination 
●  Listens openly, yet does not interrogate the student on their immigration status, 

or outs them 
● Is committed to maintaining confidentiality and respecting the privacy of 

people who are undocumented
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Who is Undocumented? 

An undocumented individual is a non-citizen living in the United States without a current, 
lawful immigration status.

1.Entered without inspection/permission, OR

2.Entered with a valid visa or other status, and overstayed the authorized duration of 
that status, therefore does not currently have lawful status in the US.
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What is a Mixed Status Family?

• A “mixed-status family” is a family whose members 
include people with different citizenship or immigration 
statuses. 

• Example: Parents are undocumented and the children 
are U.S.-born citizens
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http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/im_uac-educators-guide_2017.pdf

● What kinds of challenges do 
you think undocumented 
students may face?

● What are you hoping to learn 
from today’s training?

Activity:
Sharing with a Partner
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Discuss with the people around you:
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The Undocumented 
Community in California
● California Community Colleges 

serve the largest number of 
undocumented students, compared 
to CSUs and UCs

● Exact numbers of undocumented 
students should not be collected by 
institutions 

● At least 13% of California K-12 
students have at least one 
undocumented parent
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ents/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/06/17/key
-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/
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Many news organizations like the Associated Press, 
New York Times, LA Times, and NBC News have all 

established style guides to eradicate these dehumanizing 
terms, in favor of the preferred terms. 

Dehumanizing Terms
● Illegal 
● Immigrant
● Criminal Alien 
● Animals

Terms You May Hear

Terminology
Preferred Terms
● Undocumented Student 
● Undocumented Immigrant                    

● AB 540 Student
● DACAmented
● Dreamer
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Focus on Deconstructing Dehumanizing Stereotypes
“Undocumented people are 
criminals”

Despite common anti-immigrant rhetoric, several 
studies show that immigrants are actually less likely 
to commit crimes than U.S. born citizens. Source

“They don’t pay taxes and 
receive all benefits”

Those who are undocumented in the U.S. CAN and 
often DO pay taxes. However, they DO NOT receive 
any federal benefits such as Social Security, Food 
Stamps, etc.

“They’re only here to take 
jobs”

There are MANY reasons why people migrate to the 
U.S. including: desire to receive a U.S. education, 
fleeing violent environments, etc.

“All undocumented people are 
Latinx/Chicanx”

Those who are undocumented in the U.S. migrate 
from all over the world including: South Korea, India, 
Canada, and more.
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http://joseantoniovargas.com/

A Range of Experiences
● The undocumented student 

experience varies widely, especially 
when considering the various 
intersecting identities someone 
might exist in. 

● Depending on the types of 
protections and benefits students are 
eligible for, they will face different 
challenges
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Activity: Video Discussion
Purpose is to: 

1. get in touch with our conceptions about the 
undocumented community; and 

2. begin to understand some of the challenges that 
undocumented people experience. 

Instructions:
Work with the people around you to discuss the 
following questions based on the assigned video. https://www.youmethoughts.com/personality-development/participating-and-leading-a-group-discussion/
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Video: Share the UndocuJoy! By Define America
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1kkdBjASfc


Video: #BeyondTheWall  

Latina Leadership Network

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WrYvFtcp1w


Activity: Video Discussion Questions

Share the UndocuJoy 

● What is a line that stood out to you the most? 
● What does it mean for undocumented 

immigrants to “deserve better”? 
● What are some examples of the stories of 

undocumented people being manipulated and 
exploited? 

● How can you support the spread of UndocuJoy 
on this campus? 

Left Behind: Diane Guerrero’s Deportation Story 

● What stood out to you from Diane Guerrero’s 
narrative? 

● What unique struggles exist for mixed status 
household children? 

● How can we make sure we include mixed 
status household students in our conversation? 

● How can we support mixed status household 
students? 
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Oh, America! You are the 
land of dreams, but why are 
you not including me?

Your fertile ground is where 
seeds are sown, but my 
crops of dreams have never 
really grown. 

―Emmanuel Mendoza

http://www.thingsillneversay.org/a-conver
sation-with-america.html 

Current Status of 
Undocumented Students in 
Higher Education
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https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/h
igher-education/news/2015/03/31/109763/
infographic-inside-the-labyrinth-undocumen

ted-students-in-higher-education/

Current Status of 
Undocumented Students in 
Higher Ed. (cont)
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The UndocuScholars Project, The Institute for Immigration, Globalization, & Education, UCLA, In the Shadows 
of the Ivory Tower: Undocumented Undergraduates and the Liminal State of Immigration Reform, 2014

Factors that Influence Decision for 
College-bound Undocumented Students
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Challenges Faced by Undocumented 
College Students

The UndocuScholars Project, The Institute for Immigration, Globalization, & Education, UCLA, In the Shadows 
of the Ivory Tower: Undocumented Undergraduates and the Liminal State of Immigration Reform, 2014
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weareheretostay.org/resources/mental-health-emergency-toolkit/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/09/06/the-little-known-benef
it-of-daca-it-reduced-mental-illness-in-dreamers-children/?utm_term=.964d35a25005

Current Status of Undocumented 
Students in Higher Ed (cont).
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CA Assembly Bill 
540 (2001)

Allows eligible 
undocumented CA high 
school graduates to pay 
in-state tuition regardless 
of immigration status.

Legal Basics: AB 540 (2001)
Latina Leadership Network



Legal Basics: The CA Dream Act (2012 & 2013)

CA Assembly Bill 
130 & 131 (Dream 
Act, 2012 & 2013)

Allows eligible AB 540 
students access to some 
types of CA financial aid 
and scholarships. 
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Legal Basics: 
DACA (2012)

DACA (Deferred 
Action for 
Childhood Arrivals)
Federal executive order that 
allows some undocumented 
youth who are “in school” 
or who have a high school 
diploma/equivalent to 
receive a temporary 
deferral from deportation 
and be eligible to work.
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Review: Legal Basics

CA Assembly Bill 
540 (2001)
Allows eligible 
undocumented CA high 
school graduates to pay 
in-state tuition regardless 
of immigration status.

CA Assembly Bill 130 
& 131 (Dream Act, 
2012 & 2013)

Allows eligible AB 540 
students access to some types 
of CA financial aid and 
scholarships. 

DACA (Deferred 
Action for 
Childhood Arrivals)
Federal executive order that 
allows some undocumented 
youth who are “in school” 
or who have a high school 
diploma/equivalent to 
receive a temporary 
deferral from deportation 
and be eligible to work.

Latina Leadership Network



“Top 10 Ways to Support Undocumented Students” 
Educators for Fair Consideration, www.e4fc.org 

Immediate Steps
● Advocate for the rights of undocumented 

students to be on campus, to be treated 
with respect, and to earn a degree 

● Respect students’  privacy / do not “out” 
students or ask students to self-identify

● “I cannot offer legal advice, but here is 
a resource that can help.”
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Contact Information
● To learn more about the Central Coast Coalition for 

Undocumented Student Success or to join this work, please visit 
our website ccc-uss.org or contact ccc.undocu@gmail.com

● Alicia Paniagua, Cuesta College LLN President 2018-2019
○ Alicia_Paniagua@cuesta.edu, (805)546-3942

● Estella Vazquez, Cuesta College Monarch Center Coordinator  
2019-2020
○ Estella_Vazquez@cuesta.edu
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